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SSWM Toolbox 
Linking up Sustainable Sanitation, Water 

Management & Agriculture

User Manual

Note: The SSWM 
Toolbox works 
best with Firefox

 webbrowser!

 

Note: The SSWM 
Toolbox works 
best with Firefox

 webbrowser!

Use these buttons 
to navigate!

 

Use these buttons 
to navigate!
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What would you like to do?

•

 

Know the general functions of the website

•

 

Learn more about the concept behind the SSWM Toolbox

•

 

Get some help in understanding where you could start in your 
situation

•

 

Learn step-by-step how to proceed when you want to introduce a 
new measure or plan for a new improved water management

•

 

Find individual tools and technologies to improve water 
management and sanitation in your area

•

 

Get more background information on water and sanitation

•

 

Learn how you can use this toolbox as a trainer

•

 

Learn about the open source concept of this toolbox

•

 

Learn about the partners of the toolbox    

Navigation

Concept

Understand 
your System

Planning & Process 
Tools

Implementation 
Tools

Background

Disclaimer

Partners

Train-the-Trainers
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The toolbox 
contains five 
main sections

 

The toolbox 
contains five 
main sections

…

 

and a bottom 
bar with some 
further 
information

 

…

 

and a bottom 
bar with some 
further 
information

The general 
structure
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General 
navigation

… you can use 
the sidebar to 
navigate.

 

… you can use 
the sidebar to 
navigate.

Home   >    User Manual

… the “breadcrumbs”

 in this list tell you 
where you are. You 
can also use them to 
navigate. 

… the “breadcrumbs”

 in this list tell you 
where you are. You 
can also use them to 
navigate. 

The search 
function helps you 
to find 
information fast.

 

The search 
function helps you 
to find 
information fast.
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Some topics 
come with 
ready-to-use 
presentations.

 

Some topics 
come with 
ready-to-use 
presentations.

In-page navigation

…

 

in the “tools 
sections”

 

you can use 
the filter to reduce 
the selection. 

…

 

in the “tools 
sections”

 

you can use 
the filter to reduce 
the selection. 

Words in italic and 
underlined are glossary 
entries. Hover over 
them and an 
explanation in a yellow 
box will pop up. 

Words in italic and 
underlined are glossary 
entries. Hover over 
them and an 
explanation in a yellow 
box will pop up. 

For every topic 
related topics are 
suggested to 
complement your 
knowledge. 

For every topic 
related topics are 
suggested to 
complement your 
knowledge. 
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Links to other 
articles in the 
toolbox are blue

 

Links to other 
articles in the 
toolbox are blue

Find advantages & 
disadvantages and 
further readings at 
the end. 

Find advantages & 
disadvantages and 
further readings at 
the end. 

In-page navigation

Clicking on a 
picture will 
enlarge it. 

Clicking on a 
picture will 
enlarge it. 
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The concept answers the following questions: 

•How does water travel the earth, and how nutrients? 

•What is sustainable sanitation, and what is integrated water 
resources management? 

•How can these loops and approaches be linked up and considered on 
a local level?

Home   >    Concept
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“Understand your System”
 

helps you to 
analyse your water and sanitation problems 
in your own area: 

•How does your local water management and sanitation system look 
like?

•What problems are there with water management, and which ones 
with sanitation? How does agriculture fit in?

•Where can you find tools and approaches that help you in your 
situation?

Home   >    Understand your System
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“Planning and Process Tools”
 

gives you an 
overview of the planning process of a water 
or sanitation intervention : 

•How do you carry out a participatory planning and implementation

 process to improve your local water and sanitation situation?

•What are appropriate methods and strategies for different 
situations and stakeholders?

Home   >    Planning & Process Tools



ABOUT     USER MANUAL      CREDITS      PARTNERS       LIBRARY  GLOSSARY      SSWM COURSES     CONTACT TRAIN THE TRAINERS 

“Implementation tools”
 

presents the concrete 
measures and tools to improve your situation: 

•

 

Measures to optimise water management and sanitation and make it

 

more sustainable. 
•

 

It contains both technical (Hardware) as well as economic, political and social instruments 
(Software). 

•

 

Seven overarching themes include a large number of measures: water sources, purification, 
transport, use, wastewater collection & treatment as well as reuse and recharge.

Find Hardware 
(technical 
approaches and 
tools) to the 
right…

 

Find Hardware 
(technical 
approaches and 
tools) to the 
right…

Find 
Software 
(soft skills) 
to the left…

 

Find 
Software 
(soft skills) 
to the left…

Home   >    Implementation Tools
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The “Background”
 

section contains 
information to complement your knowledge 
and understanding:

•Further information on subjects linked to SSWM such as 
environmental issues, economy, health & hygiene, agricultural 
aspects, social and gender issues etc.

Home   >    Background
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The “Train the Trainers”
 

section tells you 
how you can use the SSWM Toolbox in your 
own trainings:

•A specific module for trainers with dedicated resources on how to 
carry out trainings and capacity development courses based on the 
SSWM Toolbox.

Home   >    Train the Trainers
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Copy it, adapt it, use it –

 

but acknowledge the source!

Copyright
Included in the SSWM Toolbox are materials from various organisations and sources. Those materials are open source.

 

Following the open-source 
concept for capacity building and non-profit use, copying and adapting is allowed provided proper acknowledgement of the source is made (see below). 
The publication of these materials in the SSWM Toolbox does not alter any existing copyrights. Material published in the SSWM Toolbox for the first time 
follows the same open-source concept, with all rights remaining with the original authors or producing organisations.

To view an official copy of the the

 

Creative Commons Attribution Works 3.0 Unported

 

License we build upon, visit

 

 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0. This agreement officially states that:
You are free to: 

–

 

Share

 

-

 

to copy, distribute and transmit this document 
–

 

Remix

 

-

 

to adapt this document. We would appreciate receiving a copy of

 

any changes that you have made to improve this document. 
Under the following conditions: 

–

 

Attribution: You must always give the original authors or publishing agencies

 

credit for the document or picture you are using. 

Disclaimer
The contents of the SSWM Toolbox reflect the opinions of the respective authors and not necessarily the official opinion of the funding or supporting 
partner organisations. 
Depending on the initial situations and respective local circumstances, there is no guarantee that single measures described in the toolbox will make the 
local water and sanitation system more sustainable. The main aim

 

of the SSWM Toolbox is to be a reference tool to provide ideas for improving the local 
water and sanitation situation in a sustainable manner. Results depend largely on the respective situation and the implementation and combination of 
the measures described. An in-depth analysis of respective advantages and disadvantages and the suitability of the measure is necessary in every single 
case. We do not assume any responsibility for and make no warranty with respect to the results that may be obtained from the use

 

of the information 
provided.

Copyright & Disclaimer

Home   >    Credits

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
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Home   >    Partners

Partners
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Ready?

www.sswm.info
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